
A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION AT SEATON DELAVAL PARTNERSHIP 

Tuesday July 2nd was a night of celebration for the Seaton Delaval Partnership. Not only did we welcome our new 
Bishop for the first time but we also presented our first Faith in Action Awards. 

Bishop Robert came to the Partnership to introduce himself and to meet the clergy and the laity. Fr. Jim Dunne, the 
Dean, introduced him to the clergy during the day. He also took the Bishop to each parish in the Partnership. In the 
evening the Bishop celebrated Mass with a large congregation from across the whole Partnership. People came from 
Blyth and Cowpen, from Cramlington and Annitsford and from New Hartley and North Gosforth. All assembled at 
Sacred Heart where they were led in the liturgy by musicians, singers, readers and servers drawn from all parishes. The 
choice of music reflected the wide variety of styles found in the parishes of the Partnership. Thus, we sang the Kyrie 
and Agnus Dei from the Missa de Angelis but we also sang Bernadette Farrell’s Bread of Life. Mass ended with the 
classic hymn O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder.  However, it was the opening hymn which set the tone for 
the Mass when the congregation gave a very enthusiastic rendition of All Are Welcome, truly giving voice to the line 
“Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter, all are welcome in this place.” 

Bishop Robert was happy to set aside the readings of the day, readings which told the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Instead he celebrated a Mass for the Evangelisation of People and the Spread of the Gospel. This was an excellent 
theme for our first Partnership Mass with our new Bishop. The words of Isaiah, proclaimed by one of our young 
readers, gave a sense of mission to each member of the Partnership, when the prophet said, “The spirit of the Lord  has 
been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that 
are broken; to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison.” In the second reading the chair of the 
Partnership Development Group laid a challenge before us to spread the good news. Paul, speaking to us through the 
letter to the Romans, reminded us that we all share this responsibility. Paul says “they will not hear of him unless they 
get a preacher” (Rom 10:14) He also urges us to make sure that our “voice has gone out through all the earth” and our  
“message to the ends of the world.” (Rom 10:18)  Deacon Rob Wareing proclaimed the Gospel from Luke where any 
temptation to shirk our responsibilities to echoing Peter’s cry of “Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man” (Lk 5:8) was 
removed by the call of Christ’s command to “put out into the deep” (Lk 5:4). 

The Bishop took up this theme in his sermon by using the Collect of the Mass. The whole prayer spoke to the 
Partnership but particularly the sentence, “Stir up, we pray, the hearts of your faithful and grant that they may feel a 
more urgent call to work for the salvation of everyone, so that from all the people on earth, one family, and one people 
of your own may arise and increase.” The Bishop encouraged us to respond to the prayer in working for the salvation of 
all. Each Partnership will answer this call better by becoming one family and bringing all people into that one family. 

The Mass ended with the Bishop presenting Faith in Action Awards to eleven 
Year 6 students from St Oswald’s. They were the first 
group in the partnership to put themselves forward, a 
pilot group with more to follow next year. Their final 
pieces of work, reflecting on the nature of the 
kingdom of God, were on display. Two groups had 
created very moving prayer stations, while three 
others had expressed their faith in art. One boy 
admitted that he chose art because it wasn’t his strength and he wanted to challenge himself. 
A group of girls had decided to present their work as a liturgical dance which they performed 
for the congregation. The warmth of the Bishop with each pupil was evident to see and made 
a fitting end to the Eucharist. The school is rightly proud of their young people, As they say 
on their website, “The children have proved to be brilliant role models to the other children 

in the school and Parish and are hopefully the first of many Faith In Action representatives we will have within school.”  
(http://www.stoswalds.newcastle.sch.uk/website/faith_in_action_celebration/414752) 

After Mass everyone went into the hall for refreshments which gave the Bishop a chance to circulate. It made for a very 
relaxed end to a night of true celebration. Bishop Robert saw the Partnership at its best. If the old saying that Eucharist 
does not create community but community creates Eucharist has any truth in it, then that truth was evident in the Seaton 
Delaval Partnership on July 2nd. 

http://www.stoswalds.newcastle.sch.uk/website/faith_in_action_celebration/414752

